VI                       THE WORSHIP OF TREES                     131

harvest home. A branch of the tree is fetched from the village
by the young men and women of the village, to the accom-
paniment of singing and dancing and the beating of torn-
toms. It is stuck in the ground at some place within the
village and is decorated with lights and flowers. The people
join in a general feast and, when they have eaten and drunk,
they spend the night in merriment and in dancing round the
branch. Next morning at dawn it is thrown into the river,
and the spirit of evil is believed to be expelled with it. The
aboriginal immigrants to Bogra from Chota Nagpur pay
similar veneration to the plantain tree after reaping the aus
crop. Goats and pigs are sacrificed to it. The bamboo is
worshipped before weddings, and after the ceremony the
bridal garland is thrown into a bamboo clump.1

The worship of trees, especially the Pipal and Banyan, is
very popular in the Bombay Presidency. The Pipal, which
here, as in Bengal, is the holiest of all trees, is said to be the
incarnation of a Brahman, and to cut it is thought to be as
great a sin as to murder a Brahman. It is believed that the
family of one who cuts it becomes extinct. Some people hold
that the spirits of the dead do not get water to drink in the
next world. The water poured at the foot of the Pipal on
the 1 3th, 1 4th, and I5th day of the dark half of Kartik
(October-November) and Shravan (July-August) and on the
1 4th day of the bright half oiChaitra (March- April) is believed
to reach these spirits and quench their thirst. There is a Pipal
tree in the village of Prachi near Prabhas in Kathiawar, vows
in honour of which are believed to procure offspring for child-
less persons. In the Deccan and Konkan the Pipal tree is
held very sacred because it is believed that the god Brahma
resides in the roots, the god Vishnu in the trunk, and the god
Shiva on the top of this tree. Persons who make a particular
vow or have a special object of which they desire the fulfilment
worship the Pipal tree and walk round it several times every-
day. The Banyan is worshipped by women on the full-
moon day of the month Jyeshth (May- June) and on the no-
moon day when it falls on a Monday. On these occasions a
cotton thread is tied round the tree, and offerings of glass

1 E. A. Gait, in Census of India, 1911, vol. vi. Part i. (Calcutta, 1912),
pp. 191 sg.